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WHAT IS THE AIMHIGH INDUCTION CEREMONY?

The AIMHigh Induction Ceremony is a very special event and should be viewed as a dignified celebration of the academic, personal, professional and social commitment of new members of the AIMHigh Empowerment Institute. 

It encourages continued involvement of all members and recognizes the special camaraderie of AIMHIGH members on the school campus and everywhere that AIMHigh is established.

WHO IS INDUCTED?

All members who complete the AIMHigh Culture Immersion in good standing are eligible to be inducted. In addition to the student members, AIMHigh Empowerment Coaches are also inducted as part of the ceremonial proceedings. 

General Good Standing Requirements
· Satisfactory Attendance in Class and AIMHigh Sessions
· AIMHigh Affirmation Knowledge and Application
· Increase in Academic Effort
· Avoidance of Disciplinary Issues in school
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Induction Ceremony Sample Agenda
Welcome For Parents (30 Minutes) – Parents are received and encouraged to mingle. The student stories should be present for parents to view (printed or projected via slideshow). For stories, see template. At the same time all inductees will remain in the AIMHigh room for light refreshments and final preparation. 

Induction begins (5 Minutes) – Welcome Intro video begins. Young men and/or enter through Auditorium doors. 

Opening Remarks (5 Minutes) – Dr. Wright gives opening remarks. Recognition / Introduction of Schools Principal. 

Principal’s Welcome (5 Minutes) – Principal’s address. After, introduces Sherman Browne or designated AIMHigh Representative. 

AIMHighEI (5 Minutes) – AIMHigh Representative gives a brief overview of AIMHIGH. Introduces AIMHigh peer support leaders and coaches.

Official pinning Ceremony Begins (10 -15 Minutes)  – Students will walk onto stage (if not seated there) in rows. They will hand an index card with their name to the Site Coordinator (or other identified staff member). This staff will read their name, the student will proceed to be pined, shake the hand of all staff members on stage and be seated. At the end they will stand together and recite the Empowerment Affirmation.  
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Contact: School Contact person and telephone number
Release #: 001 – 2017

INDUCTION CEREMONY PRESS ADVISORY

Young Men/Women from (School Name) to be inducted into the AIMHigh Empowerment Institute along with (Special Invited guests. i.e. Elected Officials).

(Your Borough, NY) (Date) – Students from (School Name) will be joined by the (Names of special invited guests) for the official induction ceremony of the first Chapter of the AIMHigh Empowerment Institute at (Your School).  
WHAT: Induction Ceremony
WHO: AIMHigh Empowerment Institute, (Name of School), 
	WHEN: Day and Date
	WHERE: Address for the Ceremony

NOTE: THIS SHOULD BE SENT OUT AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CEREMONY. 

###
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Contact: School Representative, (Contact #)
Release #: 001 – 2016

Induction Ceremony Press Release
25 Young Men & Women at Bronx HS along with their fellow students, parents, school administrators gathered to be officially inducted as New Members of the AIMHigh Empowerment Institute

Bronx NY – April 6th, twenty-five male & female students, empowerment coaches, and school administrators gathered at Bronx HS to participate in the official induction ceremony for new members of the AIMHigh Empowerment Institute. 

At the event, proud parents and fellow students witnessed the ceremony, which serves as a dignified celebration of the academic, personal, professional and social commitment of new members. The students pledged to beat the odds and work diligently to complete high school and progress towards college, the military, a trade school, employment or entrepreneurship.  

“Principals Quote”

“Student Quote”

“While others keep on talking about the crisis of our young men, we choose to focus on the promise. Today these young men and women are committing to excellence in both academic and life endeavors” said Sherman Browne, Chief Empowerment Officer of the AIMHigh Empowerment Institute. “It doesn’t matter where they come from, or what they’ve been through, geography doesn’t determine biography. Our young men & women will write a new story for their lives. 

AIMHigh provides rites of passage programming for cohorts of young men & women to improve academic, personal, professional and social outcomes. The goal is to dismantle the “School to Prison Pipeline” while establishing a new “School to Prominence model.”
NOTE: THIS SHOULD BE SENT OUT THE DAY OF ALONG WITH PICTURES.
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